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In July 2003, over fifty representatives of Catholic 
bioethics institutes from around the world gathered in 
Toronto to participate in an International Colloquium, 
“Globalization and the Culture of Life: Care of the Frail 
Elderly and the Dying.” The Colloquium had four goals: 
to give directors and representatives of Catholic bioethics 
institutes the opportunity to share perspectives; to 
produce a statement from the discussions that would 
articulate a Catholic understanding of ethical care of the 
elderly and the dying; to identify questions for further 
research and to consider plans for ongoing mutual support 
and collaboration among Catholic bioethics institutes.  

The Proceedings published in this 154-page volume 
(ISBN 0-9731322-4-8) are arranged chronologically in 
order to give a sense of the flow of the discussion. The 
Consensus Statement and signatories are also included. 
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• Globalization and the Culture of Life: The Challenges We Face  Joseph Boyle  
• Ethics and End-of-Life Treatment and Care: Some Current Questions from Around the World  
  Nicholas Tonti-Filippini 
• Beyond Western Bioethics Angeles T. Alora 
• The Consensus Gentium and the Culture of Life: What the Peoples of the World Really Value John I. Fleming 
• Globalization and the Culture of Life: Some Conceptual Issues  Christine E. Jamieson 
• Death, Medicine, and the Church in the 21st Century: What Should Catholic Bioethics Centers Be Doing? 
 Daniel P. Sulmasy O.F.M. 
• Personalism in Bioethics: The Proposal for a Confederation  Bishop Elio Sgreccia 
• Globalization and the Culture of Life: Emerging Directions  Luke Gormally 
• GENERAL CONSENSUS STATEMENT 

The Genesis of the Consensus Statement on Globalization and the Culture of Life:  
Care of the Frail Elderly and the Dying    William F. Sullivan and John Heng 
General Consensus Statement (Ratified August 2, 2003) 
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